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I think our July meeting matched our all 
time attendance high for a July meeting. Dr. 
Williamson and his laser assistant Gena 
treated those who attended to a very 
professional presentation. Not only did he 
describe several types of laser treatments for 
hair removal, but his "Hair 101" covered 
electrolysis and everything you ever wanted 
to know about hair follicles. The information 
packages he provided had even more 
information. He developed his abilities with 
a laser as an ophthalmologist for use with eye 
and other facial cosmetic procedures, and 
expanded with his assistant Gena using the 
laser for hair removal. 

The clinic where he is a partner in Baton 
Rouge offers a full range of almost any 
cosmetic procedure available, and while 
mutually beneficial, it's encouraging to have 
a health care provider comfortable with 
working with the Transgender Community. 
While cosmetic procedures can be nice, they 
are not for everyone. Cost and family 
considerations really need to be considered 
(Will everyone be happy giving up a family 
yacation?). Everyone should also know that 
no matter how routine a procedure might be, 
there will always be risks involved. Make 
sure you know the worst that could happen 
going in, even with a qualified healthcare 
provider. 

Our August meeting will be in the regular 
location. We were not successful in finding a 
meeting place in Baton Rouge, and will try 
again next summer. At press time for the 
newsletter, we weren't able to confirm 
possible presenters for August. We are 
hoping to have a professional cosmetologist 
and stage personality available for tips and 
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possibly stage makeovers. Stand by - we 
will plan to have this for either August or 
September. 

The board voted to start a regular 
outreach contribution to the Transgender 
Fund (www.tgfund.com) for $25 per 
month. While the TG Fund has several 
individual and general categories, the one 
we were particularly interested in was the 
one supporting Phyllis Frye in her efforts 
to appeal the Littleton case from Texas to 
the US Supreme Court. 

We are beginning to plan for the Pride 
festival and parade the last weekend in 
September. Our float preparation is set for 
Friday evening of September 29th, 
tentatively at Jamie and Alyce's. We will 
plan more specifics as time approaches and 
we'll need to determine who will be able to 
anchor the outreach table on which day, 
and during which times. With several 
people planning to attend Southern Comfort 
that same weekend, anyone that can be at 
the table will need to help. 

OOOODOOOOOOOOOOOO 


E-MAIL LISTINGS 


(E-Mail Corrections to TiaC@juno.com) 

GGA: Info@gga.org; Presidentc@gga.org 
GGA Web Site: http//:www.gga.org 

Dr Dianne Bailey: dbbailey49@hotmail- 
.com 

Robyn C: CCTWINS@aol.com 
ICTLEP: ICTLEPHDQ@aol.com 
Sandy S: SANDYCCE@aol.com 
JoAnn D; JRDET@mindspring.com 


Crystal Little: CrysGGA@juno.com 
(Crystal is back on e-mail ) 


Lucette Worrel: luworrel@aol.com 
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Nancy B: Webmistress@gga.org 
Carla Wild: CarlaW591@aol.com 
Nancy S: Stressgone@aol.com 

Shoe Express: West@shoexpress.com 
Michelle Ryan: MichelleRy@aol.com 
Cissy Conley: TiaC@juno.com 

Lee Mymick: nuttslanding@juno.com 


Chris K.: Chrise@concentric.net 


http://www.concentric.net/ ~ chmse/IN- 
~“EX.HTML 


Marie Denise Gallagher: ladym1871 
@aol.com 


Donna & Shirley O: pttlov@bellsouth.net 
@aol.com 
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Bobbie N. Hougland: Nicole2u@aol.com 
Donna & Shirley O: pttlov@bellsouth.net 
Allison Thomas: designs@fastband.com 
Noelle F: Noellextv2000@aol.com 

Jenni Beer: Jennijoyride@aol.com 


DeeDee: deedeenola@hotmail.com 


Zelda W: zeldanola@yahoo.com 
N.O. TG E-mail Club: http://clubs. yahoo. 
com/clubs/transgenderedneworleans 
OOOOOHOOHOOOOHHOH 
LAGNIAPPE! 


{This is your column! The articles submitted 
are generally from our readers. We will 
publish your pet peeves; yes!, even your 
positive comments if you happen to like some- 
thing we've done. etc. It doesn't have to be 
more than a line or two, if long enough, we 
will normally publish it as a full article. It 
can be marked 'anonymous', but we do need 
to know who it was submitted by. It can even 
be a 'personal' as long as it fits our general 
policy as outlined in the bylaws and as sum- 
marized in our outreach brochure.-ed} 
OOOODOOOOOOOHOOOO 


North to Alaska 
Bobbie N. Hougland 
icole2U@aol.com 


Greetings from Anchorage, we finally 
made it! The drive took two weeks and a few 
repairs, but somehow, 4500 miles later we’re 
home. For the most part it was a lot of 
driving, making sandwiches and drinking 
coffee, when that routine was interrupted it 
was usually some crisis or stopping to decou-_ 
ple the vehicles. Tom and I talked of our 


dreams and plans for our new life or just took - 


in the scenery (though Kansas was a bit 
windy and boring). Driving into Denver we 
realized poor old Pixie (our 30 year old RV) 
just wasn’t going to be able to pull Tom’s car 
up very steep hills. That is when Tom offi- 
cially became the tow dolly guy. Please 
don’t feel too sorry for him, I was already the 
mechanic chick by then. The very first night, 
the alternator gave out, camped out in a mall 
parking lot, I ended up changing belts to get 
us on the road the next day and changed the 
alternator when we stopped for the evening. 
We spent the weekend with some friends of 
mine, hiking, reminiscing and of course, 


barbecuing. 


Our longest day was getting through 
Wyoming, all hills. Pixie would slow to 
20 mph then pant all the way down the hill. 
Three days out and we already were in 
different vehicles, not exactly my plan. 
We drove on until 10 p.m. that night I was 
determined to at least get through one state 
per day! We ended up camping out on a 
roadside rest stop along with the truckers; 
you can do that when you have your house 
with you. 

A couple of days later we were in Can- 
ada. What a large country, we drove 
across Alberta, British Columbia, and part 
of the Yukon. We kicked around Edmon- 
ton for the better part of a day, then Tom 
insisted we go to the dinosaur museum in 
"where ever it was." We saw a lot of 
Canadian farmland before finally coming to 
the official start of the Alaskan-Canadian 
Highway (ALCAN) in Dawson Creek. We 
did eat very well, Tom is a genius, we ate 
five star meals from a five foot kitchen! 
Imagine that. The road was pretty good; 
we started seeing wildlife along the road. 


One day we passed a moose, some 
caribou, a deer, and saw some eagles. We 
were really getting excited about the whole 
adventure! Then of course, Pixie wanted 
some attention. Pulling into a campsite 
after a long day on the road, I heard a 
grinding noise coming from the rear end 
and felt the RV dragging. With the help of 
a few fellow campers, I pulled a rear wheel 
and axle and found a broken brake spring 
grinding away. To make a long story short, 
we managed to bend two springs together 
to hold-the brakes together and just hoped 
it would hold. It did, in fact i’s going to 
hold for quite a while longer! Fortunately, 
we were at a natural hot spring and in the 
end got to soak in 105 degree water. 
Fairly uneventful until we finally made it 
the US border again. 


We chose to travel the "Top Of The 
World Highway." It’s very beautiful, but 
not paved. No problem on the Canadian 
side, well maintained, hard surfaced how- 
ever, the US side was a different story. 
There was very little done to maintain this 
"stretch of bad road," it was dirt and mud, 
about 100 miles of it. Grinding up one of 
those big hills, Pixie dropped her drive 
shaft. So, two days out, I ended up back 
underneath the RV laying in mud and 


snow, pulling the driveshaft out the rest of 
the way. Fortunately it was only a hundred 
mile round-trip to the next "major" town to 
get a new u-joint. Well , it worked and we 
limped on in to Anchorage. The road to our 
house was in bad shape (it’s a four wheel 
drive road on a good day anyway). 


By the time I got into the driveway, it 
looked like a tornado had gone through the 
inside of the camper; a perfect finale to the 
drive. 


We’ve now been here for three weeks, 
we’ve cleaned, repaired, unpacked, and have 
a home. Tom is having some problems ad- 
justing to sunset at midnight, but covering the 
bedroom windows with foil seems to be 
working. He landed a great job, field 
manager for a small pager/cell company. He 
got that after, oh, about a week of looking. 
I’m having a bit more trouble, but confident 
something will turn up, at least that’s what 
my headhunters tell me. Today is the sum- 
mer solstice and we will climb one of the 
mountains which are my "backyard." It’s a 
fun hike, not very arduous and was a tradi- 
tion for my friends and me when IJ used to 
live here. Tom has put together a web site, 
it’s under construction, but will soon have 
pictures of the adventure; 


http://alaskanleopard.co m/ 
OOOOOOOOHOOOOOOOO 


"It's So Hot In Arizona 
That......" 
< Paganw@aol.com> 
The birds have to use pot holders to pull 
worms out of the ground. 


The potatoes cook underground, and all you 
have to do to have lunch is to pull one out 
and add butter, salt and pepper. 


Farmers are feeding their chickens crushed 
ice to keep them from laying hard -boiled 
eggs. 

The cows are giving evaporated milk. 

The trees are whistling for the dogs. 


You no longer associate bridges (or rivers) 
with water. 


You can say 113 degrees without fainting. 
You eat hot chilies to cool your mouth off. 
You can make instant sun tea. 


You learn that a seat belt makes a pretty good 
branding iron. 


elassic 


concepts 


Kent M. 
Richard 


A full service salon located in the 
Inter-Continental Hotel 
444 St Charles Ave New Orleans, LA 
(504) 588-9944 
{Kera@Bellsouth.net} 


Tuesday-Saturday 
11 a.m. -- 6 p.m. 


Kathleen's Kloset 
Consigument-Resale 


Boutique--Sizes to 28 
915 East Pass Rd Gulfport, MS 
(228) 896-9159 


Jolée Lé Belle Wig 
Shoppe 
Complete Styling Service 

David Drive Metairie, LA 

(504) 454-3048 Myrle McArthur 


(228) 864-2441 Gulfport, MS 
1804 25™ Ave (Hwy 49) Rochelle 


AURORA 


Melanie Cuevas 
P. O. BOX 922 
(ritareno01@aol.com) 
Kosciusko, MS 39090 
(662) 289-3631 


Need More Information? 
Go to the Number One Source 
for TG News: 

News and Views 
24 Pages every month; $40/year 
Renaissance 
987 Old Eagle School Rd; Ste 
719 
Wayne, PA 19087 


Sexology Specialist 
Therapy & Consultation 


Dianne Bailey, PhD 
AASECT Certified Sex Therapist 
3326 Prytania (504) 899-5754 

New Orleans, LA 70115 


Jeffrey T. Reeder 
Attorney at LaW 
3723 Canal St (504) 488-1188 
Beeper 551-3957 Fax 488-6302 
www.cwlaw@neosoft.com 


Mary Kay, South MS 
Lucette Worrel 228-467-1286 


Independent Professional Beauty 
Consultant 
113 Leonhard Avenue 
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 


Southern Electrology 
Linda S. Johnson, C.P.E. 


201 Gordon Crocket (318) 837-5580 
Lafayette, LA 70503 (office) 


SHOE EXPRESS 
Ladies Sizes 9-15 
All Widths 
Plus Size Lingerie and Stockings 
CALL FOR CATALOG 
1-800-874-0469 
(318) 235-5191 
Lafayette, LA 
www.shoexpress.com 


Nails by Tina 


PROFESSIONAL, COMPLETE 
NAIL CARE 
4242 B Popps Ferry Rd. 


Dilbervile, MS 39532 
(228) 396-3006 


Open 6 Days A Week 
Mon-Sat. 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 


All Advertisers Guaranteed TG Knowledgeable and Friendly! 


Celtic Desktop Services 
Graphics and Document Publishing 
14641 Beerchnut St 
Suite 135 
Houston, TX 77083 
Marie D. Gallagher 
President 


281.508.6018 

pager: 713.615.4276 

fax: 281.615.5782 

e-mail: ladym1871@aol.com 


a goya salon 


corrective hair specialists 


12646 #2 Jefferson Hwy 
Baton Rouge, LA 70816 


225-751-4691 


The New You 
Mastectomy Products 
(Benita or Duane) 

Ste D (504) 641 2960 
Backstage Styling Salon 
Wigs, Hats & Turbans 
Ste E (upstairs) (504) 646-0256 
1169 Robert Blvd Slidell, LA 70458 


Iynn 


ee 


Serenity 
Place 


Lydia K Constantin RN LCSW 

Psychotherapist 2400 14th St 

228-822-0800 Gulfport, MS 39501 
Sexual Dysfunctions 
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PUBLICATION NOTICE 


This newsletter is a monthly publication 
Elie Gulf Gender Alliance(GGA) a 
RENAISSANCE CHAPTER. Articles and 
information contained in this newsletter 
may be reprinted by other non-profit 
transgender organizations without 
advance permission, provided a copy is 
sent to Gulf Gender Alliance within 2 
months after the material is published 
and proper credit is given to author and 
source. 

The opinions or statements contained 
in this newsletter are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of Gulf Gender Alliance. 
Contributions of articles and ads are 
welcomed, but may be altered in the 
editing process with the author's intent 
retained, or may be rejected, whether 
solicited or not. Absolutely no sexually 
explicit material will be accepted or 
printed. Submissions of more than one 
page should _be accompanied b 
ASCII (or DOS text) 


profit sire I 
persons. Spouses and significant others 


are welcomed 


are $25/year for active membership and 
$15/year for associate membership or 
newsletter only. 

We will exchange newsletters with 
any similar group. Groups that do not 
send a newsletter for 6 consecutive 
months may be dropped from the 
mailing list. Members who do not brin 
their dues current within 1 month o 
their expiration date may also be 
dropped at the board's discretion. 

Our phone is: (504) 943-1999. 


All Club correspondence should be sent 
to: GGA 


0: 
P.O. Box 56836 
New Orleans, LA 70156-6836 
Submit articles and ads to: 
Cissy G, Conley 
P. O. Box 5085 
Biloxi, MS 39534-0085 
All advertisements and articles must 
be received by the Thursday Nellans 
the second Saturday of the month. 
Ot erre expect an ad itional months 
lelay. 
Comments noted with -ed or {ed} are 
from the Flip Side Staff and should not 
be eansuedt as belonging to the author 
or any other source. 
Our E-Mail address _ is: 
Info@GGA.org. Send news articles to 
pte anoleor 


GGA CALENDAR-2000 
August 12"- 
September 9" 
September 24" 


Regular Meeting 
Regular Meeting 
N.O. Aids March 
Sept 23 & 24" Pride Weekend 
{See members insert and stenopad 
column for more information on 
Regular Meeting locations & special 
events} 


Lingerie 
Shoes 
Accessories 


2120 25th Ave. Telephone 
Gulfport, MS 39501 (228)864-9144 


Doctor Peggy Rudd 


Gender Consultant 


P.O. Box 5304 (713) 347-6653 
Katy, TX 77491 FAX (713) 347-8747 


PATRICK ELECTROLYSIS CLINIC 


‘<P ae Darrick, C.C.E. 
We 


% ead 
388-9480 
875-0834 240 Esenhower Or. 
2552 Blenvile BIVd Suite E-2 


Ocean Springs, MS Biloxi, MS 


ELECTROLYSIS. 5s 
MEDICAL CLINIC, INC. 


EMC Roca 
Ught Sheer Diode Laser 
Sanora HuGues C.C.E, 
laser Certified 


Hrs. MoreThur 10 AM-7 PM « Fri 9 AM~4 PIM 
1-800-278-4352 


tiiniiMeeting Notice::::::::: 

If you wish to attend a GGA Meeting, 
please contact us at the aforementioned 
address or call us at: 

(504) 943-1999 

This month's regular meeting will be 
held August 12" in our usual location in the 
Greater New Orleans area. For those 
desiring to dress in the room, it is usually 
open by 3:30 - 4 p.m. Changing must be 
completed by 6:30 due to special program. 
Board of Directors meeting is at 6:00 p.m. 
and General Membership Meeting at 7:00 
p.m. Meeting location information is 
included separately for members or guests 
who have been interviewed. 

BOOOVOOOOOOHOOOOO 


2552-E Bienville Rlvd, 240 Fiscnhower Dr, Suite E-2 


Ocean Springs, MS 39564 Riloxi, MS 39531 
388-2620 


872-0531 


LION KING SIMBA 
P.O. BOX 4572 
BILOXI, MS 39535 
pagen767@hotmail.com 


President 
Vice-president 
Secretary/Treasurer 


Board of Directors 
Diane T, Crystal L, Cissy C, 
Jo Ann Drusilla, Nancy B, 
Michelle Ryan & Shirley O. 


The temperature drops below 95, you feel a 

bit chilly. 

You discover that in July, it takes only 2 

fingers to drive your car. 
OOOOLOOOOOOOOOOOO 


KAREN’S KORNER 
Karen Louise Scott 
Karen served as acting secretary at our July 
meeting. Her usual newsy, cheery column is 
combined into the ‘From The Stenopad’ 
below. 
GOOOHOOOOOOOOOOO 


FROM THE STENOPAD 
Karen Louise Scott 


{I would like to thank Karen for taking over 
as secretary at the July meeting and Nancy B 
for serving as treasurer and providing addi- 
tional information. } 

I believe everyone had a great time at the 
meeting. Thank you JoAnn for arranging for 
the presentation on laser hair removal. 


I got to be secretary again as Cissy has 
been in California. 


Barbara Ellen, who had not been able to 
attend for a couple of years finally made it 
back. Ben, who visited in May returned and 
was voted in. His friend Robin also attended. 
Kim, along with spouse Susan, who had 
visited last month also attend and joined. 
Raeneaux, a new prospective member, also 
attended. 

The General Membership meeting was cut 
short to get started on the main program; the 
laser hair removal presentation. The presenta- 
tion was made by Dr. Baron J. Williamson 
and his assistant, Gena Knapp. Also assisting 
were Anissa and Mark. Dr Williamson con- 
ducted a slide presentation on what laser 
surgery is and how it works. The presentation 
was very informative. The process of laser 
hair removal with an infrared laser seems to[ 
be less time conducting and less expensive. 
To prevent damage to surrounding tissue, the 
skin is cooled by a device placed against the 


area to be worked on The demonstration 
was held for five persons at a time. Each 
participant received a short application to 
see how it worked. It was very informative 
and reassuring. Thanks to all of you for 
coming and giving us the information. 


Summer Safari was very successful. 
Thanks to Noelle and her friends for their 
performance and to Crystal for a great job 
coordinating the fundraiser. 


Be thinking of nominations for the 
Board. This will be discussed more 
throughout the fall. 


Board Meeting We will have our August 
meeting at our usual location. Plans for 
Baton Rouge could not be confirmed. 


Atour August and September meetings, 
we will discuss our participation in Pride. 
Jamie and Alyce have offered to head up 
the Pride Parade float again. Thank you 
ladies; we appreciate what you do. Volun- 
teers will be needed for the float construc- 
tion and at Pride Celebration weekend. 
Work on the float is scheduled to be on 
September 29" at Jamie’s house. {I will try 
to get permission to put her address in the 
September flipside member’s insert-ed} 
More information on the time to be there 
will be announced by the September meet- 
ing. Also, if you would like work on the 
float, be in the parade and or volunteer for 
our outreach booth, let the board know. 
We will need as much help as we can get. 
It is a lot of fun. Please help if you can. 
Being at Pride, held at Armstrong Park 
again this year is also a lot of fun. So if 
possible, help with this too. 

Other things coming up in the fall, 
include the N.O. Aids Walk to be held on 
September 24". It will also begin in the 
French Quarter and end in Armstrong 
Park. Also, a cake auction. More informa- 
tion will be forthcoming. Membership 
participation is solicited. 

Also discussed at the Board Meeting 
was that GGA would fund $100 toward 
float decorations, with membership solici- 
tation requested for any additional costs. 
The board also recommended $125 for the 
Pride Outreach Booth. 


The Board decided to transfer the previ- 
ous support donation to Lee Frances to the 
Renaissance Fund and will request it be 
earmarked to support the Chrissie Littleton 


defense. 


General Membership Meeting. 

During a short meeting, the membership 
approved the Pride Booth and Pride Float 
outlay. 


We are planning on having the MAC 
Cosmetics manager from Dillard’s give a 
makeup presentation in the near future, hope- 
fully in August. 

The training for Hate Crimes volunteers 
at the Lesbian and Gay Community Center 
has been postponed due to a lack of participa- 
tion. 


In Biloxi, the ‘Sanctuary’ no longer ex- 
ists. The manager, Lynn Skoval, has moved 
to the ‘Just Us’ Lounge at Division street at 
the I-110 entrance ramp. 

In August, we will discuss participation at 
the N.O. Aids Walk and whether or not to 
have an Outreach Booth there too. 


NATIONAL EVENTS 


Events can be posted up to 1 year in 
advance. All events have been 
posted through national 
advertisement or direct contact from 


the promoter. GGA accepts no 
responsibility for the accuracy or 
content of these items. 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Kindred Spirits 
8™ Annual Soltice Circle 
Black Mountain, NC 
August 17-20" 

395 Lakey Gap Acres 
Black Mountain, NC 28711 
(828) 669-3889 
www. TranSpirits.org 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Southern Comfort 
Atlanta, GA 
26 Sep-1 Oct 
P.O. Box 77591 
Atlanta, GA 30357-1591 
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info@sccatl.org 


www.sccatl.org 
(404)633-6470 
OOOOOOOHOOOOOOO 
Renaissance 4" Intl Conf 
Crossdressing, Sex & Gender 
Oct 5th-8th 
Philadelphia, PA 
(610) 975-9119 
www.ren.orgt/4thcongress 
OOOOOOOOOOOH OOO 
Fall Harvest 2000 
St Louis, Mo 
Oct 12-15 
P.O. Box 9424 
St Louis, MO 63117 
http://sites.netscape.net/ 
stlgf/FH/FH2000.htm 
OOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Fantasia Fair 
Privincetown, MA 
Oct 15-22 
P.O. Box 354 
Dep Real 
Sagamore, MA 02561-0354 
www.fantasiafair.org 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


B. K. (Ben) Weston 
Enrolled Agent 
Tax Preparation 


& Consultation 
(504) 269-1468 
weston@cmpsource.com 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOHO 
Transgender Freedoms 
Phyllis R. Frye, Esq 
PRFrye@aol.com 

Win or lose, July 4" 2000, will continue the 
tradition of transgender declaring their free- 
dom. 

The Tradition: The Declaration of Gender 
Liberty was adopted at a nighttime, candle- 
light ceremony at the 5" ICTLEP Conference 
on July 4", 1996. The attendees simply 


waited until 10:00 PM for the local fire- 
works to start and then made those fire- 
works part of the ICTLEP celebration. {7’m 
sure several current as well as former GGA members 
well remember!-ed} This was timed on purpose 
as personal retribution for a bitter pill 
endured ten years prior. In 1986, just four 
days prior to the celebration of the centen- 
nial of the Statue of Liberty, the U.S. 
Supreme Court decided Bowers v. Hard- 
wick, 478 U.S. 186, 106 S.Ct. 2841, 92 
L.Ed.2d 140 (June 30, 1986). Three days 
later, the same court denied Baker v. 
Wade, 478 U.S. 1022, 106 S.Ct. 3337, 92 
L.Ed.2d 742 (July 7, 1986).The Preamble 
and the full text of the Declaration is in 5 
Proceedings, International Conference of 
Transgender Law and Employment Policy 
1-4 (1996) which is available from Sharon 
Stuart at stucomone@aol.com or 607-547 
-4118. 


Now: On July 3rd, 2000, Attorney Alyson 
Meiselman, will file the Writ for Certiorari 
in the matter of Littleton V. Prange, 9 
S.W.3d 223, with the Clerk of the United 
States Supreme Court. The full text will be 
posted on the web site at http://christielee 
net beginning Tuesday, July 4th. It is the 
work product of Alyson and myself plus a 
cadre of volunteers, many of whom prefer 


not to be named. 


We do not plan to lose. We did not 
work this hard to lose. Even so, win or 
lose, it is a victory for transgender free- 
dom. Win or lose, the posted Writ for 
Certiorari at http://christielee.net is the 
work product of the best legal minds we 
could assemble in this cutting edge area of 
law. Win or lose, this is the first organized 
effort by out transgendered lawyers to 
stand up and fight all the way to the Su- 
preme Court. And win or lose, this posted 
Writ will serve as the roadmap for any 
attomey, any attorney representing trans- 
gendered clients, as to the status of 
transgender law. 


There is no way to calculate how much 
this effort has taken out of the lives and 
livelihoods of Alyson and me. She and I 
have mostly put our lives, our families and 
our businesses on hold for the past four 
months. Quite honestly, I am very disap- 
pointed at the painfully small amount of 
donations sent by transgender to the Texas 
Human Rights Foundation (THRF is 501-c- 


-3 on the christielee.net web site) and to the 
Transgender Fund (the TG Fund is also 501-c 
-3 at www.tgfund.com) in support of this 
effort. It seems as though most community 
members can always find a few bucks for 
play time but not to support the fight. I hope 
that changes soon! And if you have already 
supported this, thanks a bunch. 


Feel the freedom -- forward and repost 
the Writ -- enjoy the 4th of July! 


QODOOOHOOOHOOOOOOO 
This is one smart 


(and courageous) kid! 
Penni Ashe Matz 
<penn45@ma.ultranet.com> 


[Received from Michelle 
<michelle@michelle.org>] 


The following essay was submitted to The 
Philadelphia Public School Notebook, an 
education reform newspaper, by an 11-year 
-old student who was only [sic] comfortable 
with publishing it on the condition of ano- 
nymity. 

While neither The Notebook nor Rethink- 
ing Schools would ordinarily print anony- 
mous submissions, the circumstances in this 
case are overshadowed by the power of the 
essay and the importance of the issue. As the 
editors of The Notebook wrote, "We publish 
it in hopes that more young people will some 
day soon feel comfortable expressing these 
viewpoints openly and without fear." 


"You're gay." That is what I have been 
hearing for six years - ever since I started 
school. Kids say those words as a way to 
insult each other But it always bothered me 
because I know people who are gay. When 
people use the words "You're gay," it makes 
it seem like there's something wrong with 
being gay. I never thought that was right. 


One night I told my mom that this was 
happening at school. She told me, "You 
should stand up to them." She told me she 
was proud of me for not teasing other kids 
and for not using "gay" as an insult, but she 
said sometimes it wasn't enough. Sometimes 
you should speak out when you think some- 
thing's wrong. 

I thought about this for a long time. I 
never had the guts to do it. But one day I 
stood up for myself. It was a rainy day. My 
teacher was late for class. All of a sudden I 


Steiner 
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heard, "You're a faggot." I wanted to see 
who said that, but then the teacher came in. 
Later, I heard those words again. The person 
who said it sat right next to me. He said toa 
boy (who wasn't very popular), "You're a 
gay faggot. I bet your whole family is too." 
I wanted to say something but the words just 
wouldn't come out. I guess I was too scared. 


I kept hearing him say those words, and I 
really wanted to say something. Finally, I 
did. I said, "What if he is gay? Then what 
you gonna do about it?" I waited a few sec- 
onds and then said, "That's what I thought. 
See, you can't say nothin’ 'cause there ain't 
nothin’ to say. He's just another human being 
like everyone else." After I said that, it made 
me feel good. I really felt like I did some- 
thing right. 

After that day I really started to change. 
If anyone called someone gay, I would say 
something to them that would make them feel 
low. That stopped the gay-bashing for a 
while. After a few months, I told my mom 
what I had done. She was proud of me. 

A few weeks later, somebody recognized 
what I did to help others. That somebody told 
me a secret that I would never forget. At 
recess she brought me to a quiet space that 
nobody played near. 

I said, "Where you taking me?" She told 
me, "I got to tell you something important." 
I decided to go. I saw where she was taking 
me. It was the closet where all the balls we 
use to play with at recess were taken from. 
She took me there and said, "I have seen 
what you did for people who were being 
teased. I just wanted to tell you that my 
parents are gay. It is very hard for me to 
listen to all this gay-bashing. I really like 
what you did." 

I asked, "Then how do you keep it a 
secret? I mean, at parent/teacher conferences, 
don't people see you have two moms?" 

She told me, "Only one of my moms stays 
in my life at school. The other is in my life at 
home. They keep it that way so I don't get 
teased and to keep themselves safe." 

After I heard this, it made me very sad. I 
was sad for her and sad for all the people 
who had to listen to this. Later that day I kept 


thinking, "Why do people make such a deal 
about gay people? I thought people would 
know better than that." 

That night I told my mom the secret. 
She was quiet for the rest of the night, and 
so was I. 

The author is an 11-year-old Philadel- 
phia public school student. 


Gender Advocacy Internet News (GAIN), 4 free 
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Gender Education and Advocacy, and It's Time, 
America! Material distributed via GAIN is for 
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be used for commercial gain. 
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Channel-t Premiere: Emergence 
Transsexual Documentary 
Penni Ashe Matz 
<penn45@ma.ultranet.com> 


[Received from Cynthia Webster 
<resOOxnh@gte.net >] 


A new and very moving Canadian 12 
minute transitional documentary entitled 
"Emergence A Journey Towards Inner 
Peace" featuring Lynn Lefevre, Joanne 
Law of Gender Mosaic, and Dr. Mary 
Hogan- Finlay is now showing in the Quic 
kTime 4 format on Channel-T at: http:// 
www. channel-t .org/ 


Emergence is part of the "Transsexual 
Documentaries from the Transsexual Com- 
munity" series of ongoing grass-roots 
works destined for streaming video play- 
back over the internet on Channel-T. 


Its mission is simply to promote aware- 
ness and public understanding of people 
who change genders. Think of Chan- 
nel-T.org as an open "multi-media bulletin 
board" where the transgendered community 
can provoke thought in others by posting 
"media threads" in the form of video, 
animation, pictures, or audio... The entire 
global transgendered community is invited 
to participate! 
http://www.channel-t.org/ 


Gender Advocacy Internet News (GAIN), afree Inter- 
net news service, brought to you courtesy of Gender 
Education and Advocacy, and It's Time, America! 

Material distributed via GAIN is for research and 


educational purposes only and is not to be used for 
commercial gain. http://www.gender.org/gain 


DOD OOOOOOOOOOOH 


Parade a Splashy Spectacle of 
Pride 
Maria Panaritis 
Penni Ashe Matz 
<penn45@ma.ultranet.com> 


[Received from Brenda Lana Smith 
<Brenda-Lana@blsmith. freeserve.co.uk> ] 


Perspiration soaked the back of the fire- 
engine red bodysuit, and the showgirl's 
headpiece of sequins and feathers was only 
making matters worse. 


But Brian Strachan strode down South 
Street yesterday with the grace and radiant 
smile of a newly crowned beauty queen. 


His companion, Domenick Scudera, clad 
in sparkling silver spandex shorts and a 
matching tank top, marched with Strachan for 
the first time in the city's gay Pride Day 
parade. Both were ebullient. 

"It's nice because it's a safe environment 
for us to be outside," said Scudera, 35, of 
Center City, who runs a gay-themed theater 
company with Strachan, 35, a costume de- 
signer. "If we wore these costumes on South 
Street any other day, I don't think we'd be 
safe." 


The noon parade and daylong festival at 
Penn's Landing was about just that: creating 
a safe, fun and informative place for the 
region's gay people, lesbians and transsexuals 
to commune without feeling marginalized, 
said some of the many thousands who at- 
tended. 

"To some people, it's time to spend with 
friends," Strachan said. "Some just like to 
party. Other organizations - like religious 
groups who show up - it's good for people in 
the gay community to see that they exist." 

Road construction forced this year's 
parade to detour down South Street's strip of 
artsy and alternative stores between Eighth 
and Second Streets. Unsuspecting out-of- 
towners encountered an hourlong visual and 
sonic spectacle reminiscent of Mardi Gras. 


"I'm from a very suburban, white, mid- 
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dle-class town, so it's really cool to see 
something this diverse, " said Sue Barlick, 31, 
an insurance adjuster from Doylestown who 
happened upon the parade while shopping 
with her boyfriend, Joe Abel, 24, of Upper 
Darby. 

Abel, a carpenter from a politically con- 
servative community, said he was nervous 
when he realized that the parade would take 
place. "I'm a little homophobic," he said. "I 
grew up Catholic - know what I'm saying? I 
was always taught that it was wrong, it's a 
sin." Abel stood close to his girlfriend, he 
said, to keep gay men from making advances 
- a fear that many gay people find absurd. 
But the longer he hung around, the easier it 
became. "Never in my life have I been this 
near this many gay people," Abel said, smil- 
ing nervously. 

Barlick considered it a healthy reality-- 
check: "I think it's great! I have a 2-year-old, 
and if she turns out to be gay, I want her to 
be able to walk down the street and be proud 
of it." 

The event drew a broad spectrum of 
people: cross-dressers, transsexuals, gay and 
lesbian Episcopalians, and Latino commu- 
nity-based AIDS activists, as well as the 
parents of gay people. 

Disc jockeys blared techno music, disco 
and golden oldies from huge speakers at- 
tached to bright-colored floats while cos- 
tumed float-riders tossed beads, whistles and 
candy to people on the sidewalk and to those 
watching from second- and third-story win- 
dows. 

There were hoots and hollers for a Ha- 
waiian-themed display presented by a lesbian 
bar in town. Women tossed leis into the 
crowd. 

Nolan Malone, 33, a social science re- 
searcher from Center City, draped one 
around his dog, Tess. 

"It's a nice celebration of the city - groups 
you don't even realize exist," Malone said. 

Erinn Auletta, 31, of Lambertville, N.J., 
came for the sense of community. "We don't 
have many opportunities to feel proud, and 
this is a good place," she said. 

Woody's, a popular gay club, sponsored 


a high-energy float in which an eclectic DJ 
played Stockard Channing's "Look At Me, 
I'm Sandra Dee," from the movie Grease, 
along with pounding techno, and K.C. and 
the Sunshine Band. 

For a $5 entry fee, thousands of people 
attended the ensuing festival at Penn's 
Landing, featuring food, retail booths, and 
comedian Phyllis Diller as 5 p.m. head- 
liner. 


"She has a huge gay following and she 
was one of the first celebrities to do bene- 
fits," said Franny Price, executive director 
of Philly Pride Presents, festival organizer. 
"Plus, she's funny." 

Maria Panaritis' e-mail 

mpanaritis@phillynews .com 
{Gender Advocacy Internet News (GAIN), a free 
Internet news service, brought to you courtesy of 
Gender Education and Advocacy, and It's Time, 
Americal Material distributed via GAIN is for 


research and educational purposes only and is not to 
be used for commercial gain. 
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OOOOOOOOOOOOOHOO 
The Gay Dr. Laura: 


Hate Speech By Any Other 
Name 
Penni Ashe Matz 
<penn45@ma.ultranet.com> 
Received from owner-action@gpac.org 


Www. gpac. org 
Coming hot on the heels of three trans- 
gender murders in the last ten weeks, the 
June 20th issue of The Advocate features 
columnist Norah Vincent attacking trans- 
sexuals for "mutilating their bodies." 


Adding insult to injury, Ms. Vincent 
goes on to claim that transsexuals, "the 
most draconian arm of the PC language 
police," merely “reinforce oppressive 
stereotypes." She closes by recommending 
transpeople forgo sex-related-medical 
services and instead simply "live androg- 
ynously," a notion all but indistinguishable 
from so-called reparative therapists' exhor- 
tations that gay people simply live as 
straight. 

GenderPAC has tracked almost one 


address _ is 


gender-based murder a month for the past 
year. Said Riki Wilchins, GenderPAC's 
Executive Director, "By holding up such 
people for ridicule, by deprecating them as 
nothing more than self-mutilating freaks, Ms. 
Vincent only justifies the hate and helps make 
the next murder that much more likely." 


"Americans who transcend narrow gender 
Stereotypes face enormous discrimination -- 
on the job, on the street, from bashers and 
from the police," added Ms. Wilchins. "It is 
unconscionable that The Advocate - while 
bitterly fighting Dr. Laura's characterization 
of some queers as ‘biological errors' -- would 
now print a piece attacking other queers as 
only self-mutilating and oppressive gender 
stereotypes. 

"A bigoted assault like Ms. Vincent's on 
any other segment of our community -- lesbi- 
ans, Jews, people with AIDS, blacks, over- 
weight people, or Latinos -- would rightfully 
be deemed intolerable but apparently it's still 
Open Season on genderqueers." 

Write The Advocate and Ms. Vincent to 
educate them that all of us -- gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender -- deserve the right 
to express our gender orientation free from 
ridicule, bigotry, and violence. 

Email Address: Letters@Advocate.Com 
Street Address: The Advocate, PO 4371, 
Los Angeles CA 90078 


Fax Number: (323) 467.6805 
GenderPAC 

332 Bleecker St., #K-86, NY, NY 10014 
212-645-2686 

gpac@gpac.org -- http 


{Gender Advocacy Internet News (GAIN), a free Inter- 
net news service, brought to you courtesy of Gender 
Education and Advocacy, and It's Time, America! 

Material distributed via GAIN is for research and 
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OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Tell Dr. Laura You're Listening 
Penni Ashe Matz 


<penn45@ma.ultranet.com> 


[Received from Gay & Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation < glaad@glaad.org > 
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On her June 12 radio program, talk-show 
host Laura Schlessinger again attacked mem- 
bers of the gay community for criticizing her 
defamatory anti-gay commentaries. Reading 
from a letter by a self-proclaimed "conserva- 
tive" gay man - apparently the only kind who 
can get their letters read on her program - 
Schlessinger accused the gay community of 
attacking her without listening to her radio 
program. 

"This has been my contention all the way 
along," she said. "The only gay activists - 
the only gays working against me and spew- 
ing hate all over the place, as he says, have- 
n't heard the show and don't care if they do. 
The gays who have listened to the show know 
better. They may not be particularly over- 
joyed with my point of view about things as 
marriage and adoption, but they have never 
heard me be hateful - angry, sick, nervous 
and irritated, but never hateful." 

Schlessinger's anti-gay advocacy and 
factual misrepresentations are now a matter 
of public record. GLAAD Online's Local 
Laura Activism section (at www.glaad.org) 
contains ongoing and complete transcripts of 
her radio monologues attacking lesbians and 
gay men, including the June 12 and 13 mono- 
logue transcripts in their entirety. Schless- 
inger knows that GLAAD and many others 
monitor her program on a daily basis, and 
this is yet another attempt by her to frame our 
community's response as uninformed censor- 
ship. : 

It's time to let Schlessinger know you're 
listening. Obviously, Schlessinger never 
reads letters on the air that intelligently criti- 
cize her anti-gay rhetoric. We know, how- 
ever, that as part of her daily preparation for 
her radio program she reads several newspa- 
pers (and receives clippings from others via 
fax throughout the day). Rather than writing 
to Schlessinger directly, GLAAD asks that 
you send a letter to the editor of your local 
newspaper. Inform him or her of her latest 
comments on your local radio station (guide- 
lines for writing an effective letter to the 
editor are available in the Local Laura Activ- 
ism section of www.glaad.org). Let your 
community know that you are taking a stand 
against Schlessinger's abusive defamation. 


When you see letters or articles in your 
paper exposing Schlessinger's rhetoric, we 
suggest you fax them to her at (818) 
461-5140. Although it is nearly certain that 
she won't read them on the air, she needs 
to know that her prejudice continues to be 
exposed in communities across the country. 


Contact: Your local newspaper's "Letters 
to the Editor" section. If possible, please 
send GLAAD a copy of your letter to 
glaad@glaad.org. 

Please fax "Dr. Laura"-related articles to 
Schlessinger at (818) 461-5140. 

Please fax them to GLAAD at (323) 
658-6776. 

{Gender Advocacy Internet News (GAIN), a free 
Internet news service, brought to you courtesy of 
Gender Education and Advocacy, and It's Time, 
America! Material distributed via GAIN is for 


research and educational purposes only and is not to 
be used for commercial gain. 
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Laura's Defender Misses the 
Point 


Penni Ashe Matz 


<penn45@ma.ultranet.com> 

[Received from Gay & Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation <glaad@glaad.org > 

Conservative columnist Michael Medv- 
ed recently defended Laura Schlessinger in 
his syndicated column, perpetuating the 
myth that her expressed opinions are noth- 
ing more than religious beliefs. He also 
suggested that protesting her upcoming 
television show amounts to prior restraint, 
ignoring the fact that Schlessinger has 
already announced that she will transfer her 
anti-gay commentaries to television. A full 
transcript of Schlessinger's June 13 mono- 
logue, in which she reads Medved's col- 
umn on the air, is available at 
www. glaad.org 

As GLAAD has made clear many 
times, this is not - nor has it ever been - 
about Schlessinger's religious beliefs. 
Medved conveniently ignores the fact that 
Schlessinger - who is not part of the medi- 
cal, psychiatric or psychological communi- 
ties - cloaks her moral views in a 


pseudo-clinical 

context and continues to dispense advice in a 
clinical setting on matters of sexual orienta- 
tion. In doing so, she misleads people into 
believing that she is an authority in these 
fields. Her advocacy of discredited opinions 
poses a real danger to those who mistake her 
religious views for psychological or medical 
authority. (In fact, Medved erroneously 
refers to her as a “shrink,” perpetuating the 
notion that she is a medical professional.) 


Over the next few weeks, Medved's 
column will be appearing in newspapers 
across the country. We encourage you to 
submit letters to the editor of your paper 
exposing the factual misrepresentations 
Medved makes in his defense of Schlessinger. 


Contact: Your local newspaper's "Letters 
to the Editor" section after the Medved col- 
umn runs in your area. 

{ Gender Advocacy Internet News (GAIN), a free Inter- 
net news service, brought to you courtesy of Gender 
Education and Advocacy, and It's Time, America! 

Material distributed via GAIN is for research and 
educational purposes only and is not to be used for 


commercial gain. http://www. gender. org/gain} 
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.P & G Not Swayed 


by Christian Conservative Groups 
Penni Ashe Matz 
<penn45@ma.ultranet.com> 


This week, Cincinnati-based Procter & 
Gamble (P&G) met with representatives 
from several anti-gay conservative groups 
such as the American Family Association, 
Concerned Women for America, Coral 
Ridge Ministries, the Family Research 
Council and Focus on the Family. The 
groups asked for the meeting in response to 
P&G's decision not to advertise on the up- 
coming Laura Schlessinger television show, 
nor to renew its ad contract for her radio 
program. 

P&G reports that it was led to believe 
the meeting would be about improving fam- 
ily television programming, but Bob 
Wehling, a P&G representative, told the 
Hollywood Reporter: "The group (meeting 
with us) really declined to talk about any 
common efforts to create more good pro- 
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ee 


gramming. They only want us to reverse 
our decision on the 'Dr. Laura' show. The 
conversation was unproductive. All in all, 
we were disappointed." 


Although P&G told the group it would 
review its decision to not purchase ad time, 
P&G representative Gretchen Briscoe said a 
reversal is unlikely. Even so, it is still very 
important that P&G continues to receive 
positive feedback from people supporting its 
outstanding decision. Doreen Cudnik, 
Stonewall Cincinnati executive director, 
said that P&G reports it is hearing mostly 
negative comments from people who oppose 
its decisions. 

Contact: Procter & Gamble, P.O. Box 599, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 45201; telephone: 
1-800-331-3774; e-mail through a consumer 
form found at 


www.pg.com/about/contact!.htm 

{Gender Advocacy Internet News (GAIN), a free 

Internet news service, brought to you courtesy of 

Gender Education and Advocacy, and It's Time, ; 

America! Material distributed via GAIN is for re- 

search and educational purposes only and is not to be 

used for commercial gain. 
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NGLTF, NCLR Praise Rep. Frank 
for Historic Trans-inclusive Proposal 


Shannon Minter, Senior Staff Attorney, 
NCLR 


Penni Ashe Matz 


_.<penn45@ma. ultranet. com> 
[Received from listmgr@ngltf.org] 


"I will continue to fight for protection of 
transgendered people against violence," 
Frank pledges. 

Thursday, June 22, 2000 -- The National Gay 
and Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF) and the 
National Center for Lesbian Rights (NCLR) 
today praised the historic actions of U.S. 
Rep. Barney Frank (D-MA) to include 
transgendered people in a bill considered at a 
House Judiciary Committee hearing” 
Wednesday. Although the committee ulti- 
mately approved the bill without the proposed 
language, Frank's effort marks the first time 
that language specifically identifying 
transgendered people with the phrase "gender 


identity" has been proposed in Congress. 


"This is an important step for 
transgender people," said Shannon Minter, 
Senior Staff Attorney for NCLR. "For the 
first time, a United States Congressperson 
has introduced legislative language that 
acknowledges our existence in an affirma- 
tive way." 

Frank proposed adding "gender iden- 
tity, characteristics or expression" into HR 
1248, a bill reauthorizing grant money for 
domestic violence programs under the 
Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) of 
1994. Frank's amendment modified Rep. 
John Conyers' (D-MI) original amendment 
to include sexual orientation and other 
categories among the "undeserved popula- 
tions" that should be taken into account 
when considering domestic violence pro- 
gram grants under VAWA. Frank's provi- 
sion was approved by the committee's 
voice vote without dissent, but the original 
Conyers amendment was defeated on a 
party-line vote, so neither measure was 
incorporated into the version of the bill that 

passed the committee. 


"While I am disappointed that the Judi- 
ciary Committee Republicans voted unani- 
mously to reject our effort to recognize 
sexual minorities as among those groups 
deserving special attention in anti-violence 
programs, I am pleased that none of them 
objected to my amendment adding 
transgendered” people as a category to be 
considered, and I'm especially proud that 
every Democratic member present voted to 
include gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgendered people in the program, even 
though the Republicans thwarted our ef- 
fort," Rep. Frank said. "I will continue to 
fight for protection of transgendered people 
against violence." 


In Congress, transsexuals and “trans- 
vestites" have been explicitly excluded 
from the Americans with Disabilities Act 
and the Federal Rehabilitation Act. Al- 
though Congress has heard testimony sup- 
portive of including transgender people in 
hate crimes legislation, Frank's proposed 
amendment was the first congressional 
proposal that explicitly identified 


transgendered people. 


"We congratulate Representative Frank for 
this pioneering effort," said NGLTF Execu- 
tive Director Elizabeth Toledo. "Favorable 
inclusion of transgendered people has already 
become increasingly common in debates 
about hate violence, civil rights and other 
issues at the state and local levels. We hope 
the seeds of that trend will take root now in 
Congress, following Representative Frank's 
example." 


At the state and municipal level, laws 
with language explicitly including 
transgendered people have begun to blossom 
nationwide: there are now 27 cities and 
counties and one state (Minnesota) with 
non-discrimination laws covering 
transgendered people. By March 2000, al- 
most 4 percent of Americans lived in jurisdic- 
tions with non-discrimination laws that ad- 
dress gender variant people. Four states 
(California, Minnesota, Missouri, Vermont) 
and one city (Ithaca, NY) have hate crime 
laws that specifically include transgendered 
people. 

More information on legislative initiatives 
that include transgendered people can be 
found in “Transgender Equality: A Handbook 
for Activists and Policymakers," released this 
week by NCLR and the NGLTF Policy 
Institute. The book is the first comprehensive 
organizing manual designed to educate polic- 
ymakers about transgender issues and to 
provide model strategies for activists seeking 
an end to discrimination against transgender- 
ed people. "Transgender Equality" reviews 
the history of transgender advocacy and was 
co-authored by City University of New York 
Associate Professor Paisley Currah and 
NCLR Senior Staff Attorney Shannon 
Minter, with an introduction by Jamison 
Green, past president of FTM International 
and current board chair of Gender Education 
and Advocacy, Inc. 

The handbook is available free of charge 
from NGLTF online in the Library +Publi- 
cations section at http://www.negltf.org or for 
$10 by ordering online or calling (202) 
332-648 3, ext. 3205. 
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